AP 4025	PHILOSOPHY AND CRITERIA FOR ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND GENERAL EDUCATION (NEW)

References:
Title 5 Section 55061 and 55063;	Comment by Seth Anderson: This is the part of Title 5 that defines GE criteria in the California Community Colleges.
ACCJC Eligibility Requirement 12;
ACCJC Accreditation Standard II.A



I. The Associate Degree

Napa Valley College (NVC) awards the Associate of Arts (AA), Associate of Science (AS), and Associate Degree for Transfer (AA-T or AS-T) consistent with the standards set forth in Title 5 section 55063 of the California Code of Regulations under the authority of the Board of Trustees. At NVC, an associate degree documents students’ educational achievement and provides them with a foundation for future learning. The associate degree symbolizes a successful attempt to lead students through patterns of learning experiences designed to develop certain capabilities and insight, including: 	Comment by Seth Anderson: This language is verbatim from Title 5 section 55061(a) but just placed in bullet point format. Although NVC’s ILOs are also closely modeled on this, we should probably follow the lead of Title 5.
· the ability to think and communicate clearly and effectively orally and in writing;
· use mathematics;
· understand the modes of inquiry of the major disciplines;
· be aware of other cultures and times;
· achieve insights gained through experience in thinking about ethical problems; and
· to develop the capacity for self-understanding.
An associate degree at Napa Valley College consists of two main elements:
1. General education, which gives students a broad base of knowledge and
2. An academic program, in which a student specializes in a particular field of study. Depending on the academic program selected, the student will be awarded an Associate of Arts (A.A.), Associate of Science (A.S.) Degree, or Associate Degree for Transfer (AA-T or AS-T)
At NVC, the A.S. degree is typically earned in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics, or in career technical programs (as defined in the California Community Colleges Taxonomy of Programs). The A.A. Degree is typically earned for all other academic areas. The AA-T or AS-T is earned in programs designed for transfer preparation to specific majors in the California State University system. AA-T and AS-T degrees are aligned with transfer model curricula developed jointly by the Academic Senates and discipline faculty in the California Community College and California State University systems.	Comment by Seth Anderson: This is based on the recommendations of PCAH and ASCCC Resolution 9.06 (Spring 2008).
Napa Valley College ensures that all educational programs are consistent with the institutional mission and in alignment with the needs of the community through the curriculum review and approval process, ongoing program review, and the regular review of the Napa Valley Community College District Educational Master Plan.	Comment by Seth Anderson: This statement is a legal requirement and based on the CCLC template with more specific details relevant to NVC.
II. Statement of General Education Philosophy
General education is the foundation of the Associate Degree. General education is an integrated program of learning designed to introduce students to the variety of means through which people comprehend the modern world in courses that introduce students to the achievements, the methods of inquiry, and the major principles and concepts in the humanities, the social sciences, mathematics, and the natural sciences. General education provides an opportunity for students to develop intellectual skills, information technology facility, affective and creative capabilities, social attitudes, and an appreciation for cultural diversity. Graduates possess a common foundation of knowledge for understanding their physical environment, culture and society and the skills of inquiry, reflection, and expression for personal growth and lifelong learning.	Comment by Seth Anderson: NVC’s current General Education Statement of Philosophy, documented in BP 4025 and the college catalog, reads as follows: “General education, an integrated program of courses, is the foundation of the Associate Degree. General education courses introduce students to the achievements, the methods of inquiry and the major principles and concepts in the humanities, the social sciences, mathematics, and the natural sciences. Graduates possess in common a foundation of knowledge for understanding their physical environment, culture and society and the skills of inquiry, reflection, and expression for personal growth and lifelong learning.”
At Napa Valley College, general education is defined in the following categories, consistent with the requirements in Title 5 and accepted standards in higher education which indicate a minimum of 18 units in Areas A-D.
A. Natural Science	Comment by Seth Anderson: This language is taken verbatim from the most recent revision to Title 5 section 55063 with section headings inserted. Current GE criteria, as listed in the college catalog, are also identical to this, except that GE Area E has been made a graduation requirement and moved to AP 4100 to comply with new regulations on double counting. 

Courses in the natural sciences are those that examine the physical universe, its life forms, and its natural phenomena. These courses will help the student develop an appreciation and understanding of the scientific method and also impart to the student an understanding of the relationships between science and the world around them. This category will include introductory or integrative courses in astronomy, biology, chemistry, general physical science, geology, meteorology, oceanography, physical geography, biological anthropology, physics, and other scientific disciplines.
B. Social and Behavioral Sciences
Courses in the social and behavioral sciences are those that focus on people as members of society. These courses will develop an awareness of the method of inquiry used by the social and behavioral sciences. It should stimulate critical thinking about the ways people act and have acted in response to their societies and should promote an appreciation of how societies and social subgroups operate. This category will include introductory or integrative courses in cultural anthropology, cultural geography, economics, history, political science, psychology, sociology, and related disciplines.
C. Humanities
Courses in the humanities are those that study the cultural activities and artistic expressions of human beings. The courses will help the student develop an awareness of the ways in which people throughout the ages and in different cultures have responded to themselves and the world around them with artistic and cultural creation and help the student develop aesthetic understanding and an ability to make value judgments. This category will include introductory or integrative courses in the arts, foreign languages, literature, philosophy, religion, and related disciplines.
D. Language and Rationality
Courses in language and rationality are those that develop the principles and applications of language, whether it be written, spoken or symbolic. These courses will explore language toward logical thought, clear and precise expression, and critical evaluation of communication. Three components of this area will be required.
D1. English Composition
Courses fulfilling the composition requirement will focus on written language. The course includes substantial instruction and practice in both expository and argumentative writing.
D2. Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning
Courses fulfilling the mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning requirement will focus on symbolic language. The course will help a student successfully process information requiring quantitative analysis, calculation, and the ability to use and criticize quantitative arguments.
D3. Communication and Analytical Thinking
Courses fulfilling the communication and analytical thinking requirement will focus on spoken or symbolic language. Courses fulfilling the requirement include oral communication, mathematics, logic, computer languages and programming, and related disciplines. The course will help the student achieve an understanding of the relationship between language and logic, developing an ability to communicate ideas, analyze and solve problems, and identify the assumptions upon which particular conclusions depend.
In addition to the GE areas, an Ethnic Studies graduation requirement, as well as additional graduation requirements specific to NVC, must be fulfilled as defined in AP 4100.	Comment by Seth Anderson: The Senate Ethnic Studies Taskforce has recommended this language to remind readers of the relationship between AP 4025 and AP 4100.

III. Procedures for General Education

Procedures to determine which courses implement this philosophy of general education are developed by the Academic Senate through the Curriculum Committee and are documented in the Curriculum Handbook and in the records of the Academic Senate.  The specific courses approved for General Education through the curriculum process are published in the NVC catalog and updated yearly.	Comment by Seth Anderson: This language is modeled on the recommended language of the CCLC template with more specific details relevant to NVC.

Students awarded an Associate Degree for Transfer (AA-T or AS-T), complete either the CSU-GE or IGETC patterns, consistent with intersegmental agreements between the California Community Colleges and the California State University and University of California Systems. These general education patterns include additional requirements and a different distribution among GE categories, but meet the minimum requirements for General Education set forth in Title 5 and are consistent with the NVC Philosophy of General Education. The procedures to determine placement in the CSU-GE and IGETC patterns are developed and maintained by the Curriculum Committee and documented in the Curriculum Handbook and records of the Academic Senate.

