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If I am undocumented, can I go to 
college? 
 

                                
 
 

 You can go to any college or university in California, if you meet the 
admissions requirements. 

  You cannot be denied admission based on your immigration status. 
 
 
California State Law Assisting Undocumented Students 
 

 AB540, signed into law on October 12, 2001, authorizes undocumented students who 
meet specific criteria to pay in-state tuition at California’s public colleges and 
universities. 

 
 
What is AB-540? 
 
• Any student, except a person in non-immigrant status, who meets the specific 

requirements, shall be exempt from paying nonresident tuition at all public colleges 
and universities in California. 

 
• AB-540 only provides in-state tuition cost vs out-of state tuition for those who 

qualify, but does not provide any state or federal aid eligibility.  
 
What does Non-Immigrant mean? 

 
• Students with current nonimmigrant visas are not eligible for this tuition exemption 

(exp. Tourist (F Visa) or student (B Visa). 
• A student whose visa has expired and are now “out of status,” will be eligible for in-

state tuition fees if they meet the already stated requirements.  
• Students categorized as AB 540 will not be classified as California residents.  
• A student with “any” legal status is not considered undocumented.  
 
AB540: The Facts 

• AB540 does not apply to private colleges or universities, unless they decide to 
abide by the set requirements.  

• AB540 does not grant legal residency to qualifying students. 
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• AB540 does not grant state or federal financial aid eligibility.  
• AB540 only provides an exemption to the requirements of paying nonresident 

tuition 
 
Cost of Attendance in California Colleges and Universities:  
 

California Community College 

In-state: $26 $20/ unit     Out-of-state: $170 $181/ unit 

Private 

In and out-of-state: $$$ 
*Footnote: All will be more expensive with housing. 
 
What are the requirements?  
 
• Student must have attended a high school in California for three years or more. 
• Student must have graduated from a California High School or attained the equivalent 

of a high school diploma (i.e. Passed the GED or CA High School Proficiency 
Exam). 

• Student must register or be currently enrolled in one of the three state institutions of 
higher learning (UC, CSU, Community Colleges).  

• Student without Immigration status must file an affidavit with the public college or 
university stating that he or she has applied to legalize his or her legal status or will 
do so as soon as he or she is eligible to do so. (Some private schools may also require 
this, not enforced) 

• All information provide by the student will be kept confidential by the college or 
university.  

 
What about the AB 540 Affidavit? 
 
• The affidavit is required by law by the public college where the students will be 

attending. 
• The affidavit states that the student will adjust their status, as soon as they are eligible 

to do so.  
• Students are not required to submit a new affidavit when there is continuous 

enrollment.  
• The information on the affidavit is kept confidential, as required by law. BCIS (INS) 

has no access to student’s information  
 
 
If I am undocumented, can I apply for financial aid?                 

 
 

• As an undocumented student, you do not qualify for state or federal financial aid.  
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(If you are in the process of obtaining residency you may already be eligible for aid, 
but check with your attorney about details) 

 
 

HOW CAN I PAY FOR COLLEGE?  
 

 Use creative ways to fundraise (i.e. raffles, donations, etc!  
  Apply for scholarships that do not require U.S. citizenship or residency. 
  Evaluate your personal situation and make decisions based on your needs. 
 Use technology to your advantage…..myspace/facebook ask for donations. 

 
Financial Aid 
 
• If a student filed an application with INS and is in the process of obtaining residency, 

he/she may be eligible for resident fee status and also to receive state financial aid. 
Please speak to you attorney.  

 
• AB 540 does not provide financial aid to undocumented students.  Speak to your 

counselor about scholarships and private grants. 
 
• Utilizing any public benefits while undocumented can be deemed grounds for 

automatic deportation the day you are able to fix your Immigration status (i.e. 
making up a SS# to access grants; it’s considered a federal crime! Don’t do it!) 

 
• A TIN # (Tax Identification Number) is not a Social Security Number.  Should 

never be used for college admission.  
 
Types of Financial Aid 
 

• Grants  & Scholarships (don’t need to pay back) 
• Work-study (job opportunity to earn money)…open to those who qualify for 

federal aid. 
• Loans (money borrowed that must be repaid) 
• Undocumented can borrow money but will need legal co-signers with credit for it.  

May want to shop around and ask questions first.  
 
 
Scholarship Tips for Undocumented/AB540 Students 
 

 Scholarship providers have their own eligibility requirements. Make sure to 
obtain current information by contacting each provider directly. 

 Scholarship funds are limited and many are only offered on a one-time basis.  
Must continue applying as time goes on.  

 Begin looking for scholarships as early as possible. Search within your school, 
school district and local community first, then expand from there.  

 Find creative ways to fund your education (i.e. ask family members, teachers, 
local business or large companies) 
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 Network! Get to know current AB 540 student groups in high schools, community 
supporters, and college organizations or groups. Get connected!!! 

 Don’t be afraid to ask questions! 
 Do research! 
 Help others and spread knowledge. 

 
FINDING THE $$$$ FOR COLLEGE!!! 
 
IF YOU HAVE NO SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, HERE ARE SOME THINGS 
YOU CAN DO TO FIND MONEY FOR COLLEGE 
 

• Find out if it’s possible for you to get a Social Security number.  The nearest 
office is Suite 200, 2121 Broadway, Redwood City 94063. The phone number is 
1-800-772-1213. Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. You may also contact your consulate for assistance.  

 
• Familiarize yourself with AB-540 or your local state laws. 
 
• Consider private schools…they are more likely to offer money to good students. 

 
• Decide where you’re going to college; talk with our contacts at that college (this 

is why you should always collect business cards! Follow through.  
 

• Ask counselors at fairs about other schools or contacts.  
 

• Check the scholarship list for any scholarships that don’t require legal residency 
or citizenship. You can also attempt some scholarships that require SS # making 
your status very clear to the committee, you may be surprised with the outcome.  

 
• Do a search on www.fastweb.com or www.latinocollegedollars.org for 

scholarships that don’t require legal residency or citizenship.  
 

• Get to know your high school counselor early! Let them know how they can help 
you.  Visit them often and collect all scholarships available to you.  

 
• Think about individuals you might ask to sponsor or support you in college.  

There might include relatives, friends, neighbors, or the employers of your 
parents.  If you want help writing a formal letter requesting help, ask.  Writing 
skills will become indispensable! Hence…AP, IB, Honors English.   

 
• Consider ways you might earn money that do not require a Social Security 

Number (for example, tutoring, yard work, babysitting, etc.) 
 

• If you have the possibility, live at home, it will save you housing costs! 



 
What is the process of applying for college for 
undocumented students? 
 

• Talk to your college counselor as early as possible to receive all the information 
you need about planning for college including college applications, entrance 
exams, fee waivers, cost of attendance, and available resources for undocumented 
students. 

• Talk to AB540 College students to get advice about applying to and attending 
college. 

• Research scholarships and other ways to pay for college. 
• Know that you have a right to higher education and it is going to take much work 

and dedication on your part. You can do it! 
• Be open-minded and realistic with yourself.  Life can take many turns, the point is 

to get there.  If one doors is closed, you need to open two! 
 
 
California Four Systems of Higher Education 
 
• Community Colleges…least expensive! 
• California State University…can vary 
• University of California…can vary 
• Private Colleges & Universities…can vary  
 
*All will be more expensive with housing.  
 
Each system has its own requirements, such as 
 

 A-G requirements 
 Entrance Exams (SAT, ACT) 
 GPA 
 Applications deadlines 
 Personal essays 
 Letters of Recommendation 
 Extra curricular activities  

 
Create your own educational plan! 
 
 
“Undocumented students need to be wise, stay motivated, be resilient, and persevere. Be 
future-oriented and believe that everything will be okay. It’s just a matter of time.”  
–Undocumented College Student 



 
Colleges to Consider: 
Private institutions that historically offer aid: 
 
Bryn Mawr College    Mount St. Mary’s College 
Claremont McKenna College  National Hispanic University 
Dartmouth College    North Western College 
Fresno Pacific University   Occidental College 
George Mason University   Santa Clara University 
Harvard University    University of Puget Sound 
 
Useful Websites: 

 www.ucop.edu    www.usc.edu/dept/chepa 
 www.csumentor.edu    www.sen.ca.gov/cedillo 
 www.laccd.edu    www.icirr.org 
 www.cccco.edu    www.lulac.org 
 www.salef.org    www.chirla.org 
 www.maldef.org    www.nilc.org 
 www.ilcha.com     www.pewhispanic.org 
 www.ilrc.org     www.illinoishome.org 
 www.salef.org    www.trip.org 
 www.e4fc.org 

 
For more information regarding accessing higher education and resources for 
AB540/undocumented students contact MALDEF or SALEF.   
 
Now that I know, I am undocumented, what should/can I 
do? 
 

 Get involved!  
  There are many organizations that are working to pass legislation and advocate 

on behalf of students. (i.e. DREAM ACT, California DREAM ACT, RISE, 
ORANGE DREAM TEAM, SAHE, etc.) 

  Connect with AB540 Student Groups 
  Create your own AB540 Student group in your school if one does not already 

exist. 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!                                       
 

• You cannot be denied admission to a California college or university based on 
your immigration status. 

• You are not required to show a state issued ID or social security card to apply for 
admissions to a California college or university. 

• You are not required to pay out-of state, international, capital outlay, or penalty 
fees (which may be charged to out-of-state students) to enrol at a California 
college or university, if you qualify for AB 540. 

• You are not required to show proof of either 1) legal residency status or 2) be in 
process to obtain legal residency status to any department.  
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*CAUTION: Some colleges/university staff may be unaware of AB 540 or may interpret 
the law incorrectly.  If you feel that you have been discriminated against because of your 
residency status or because you have filed an AB 540 Affidavit, contact the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Education (MALDEF) at 213-629-2512, for assistance.  
 
 
Sponsoring Organizations NOT REQUESTING Proof of 
Citizenship or Residency 
 

 American GI Forum of San Jose 
 Bar Association of San Francisco 
 The Beca Foundation 
 California Chicano News Media Association 
 Chabot-Las Positas College 
 Chicana/Latina Foundation  
 Chicano/Latina Faculty and Staff Association 
 Coalition for Nursing Careers  
 Hispanic Engineering National Achievement Awards Conference (HENAAC) 
 La Raza Lawyers of Santa Clara Country 
 Lambda Theta Nu Sorority, Incorporated 
 Latina Leadership Network of the California Community Colleges  
 Latina Medical Student Association 
 Mexican America Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF) 
 Orange County Community Foundation – Hispanic Education Endowment Fund (HEEF) 
 Salvadoran American Leadership Educational Fund (SALEF) 
 San Joaquin Delta College 
 Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers Foundation 
 TELACU Education Foundation 

 
 
Student Organizations to know of and contact: 
RISE: UC Berkely   Orange County Dream Team 
MESA Canada College   West Valley CC Puente Program 
UCSC Transfer Partnerships Program De Anza LEAD 
E4FC     National Hispanic University LULAC 
Diablo Valley College - Dream Club  Evergreen Community College (Enlace, MEChA, ESA) 
Latinas for Change   SCU DREAMS 
Jovenes Inmigrantes por Un Futuro Mejor     UCLA-IDEAS   
MAIZ 
 
 
 

EDUCATE YOURSELF: CURRENT LAWS/ISSUES 
AFFECTING UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS 
 

AB-540  
 
Any student, except a person in non-immigrant status, who meets the specific 
requirements, shall be exempt from paying nonresident tuition at all public colleges and 
universities in California. 
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AB-540 only provides an exemption to the requirement to pay nonresident tuition, but 
does not provide any state or federal aid eligibility. (Please read details previously 
addressed in this document) 
 
States that permit undocumented students pay in-state tuition: 
*Policies are constantly changing and current laws are always being challenged. Please do your 
research! 
 
In recent years, 10 states—Texas, California, New York, Utah, Illinois, Washington, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas—have passed laws that permit 
undocumented students to pay in-state tuition rates under certain conditions. For 
example, California’s law requires the undocumented students to have attended a state 
high school for three or more years, to have graduated from a state high school, and to 
sign an affidavit promising to file an application to legalize his immigration status. 
Counselors in and of these states should familiarize themselves with that state’s specific 
prerequisites.   
 
Texas             HB 1403  Illinois       HB 60 
California     AB 540  Kansas  HB 2145 
Utah           HB 144  New Mexico SB 909 
Washington  HB 1079             Nebraska LB 152 
New York SB 7784   
*For full list of all state policies please visit www.nilc.org   
 

Federal Development, Relief, and Education 
for “Alien” Minors Act (DREAM Act) (2003-
2004) 
 
IF SIGNED INTO LAW: would grant “qualified” immigrant students the opportunity to 
obtain legal status and thus enable them to pursue higher education and contribute fully to 
the nation. 
 
*Requirements to qualify: 
• Student MUST have lived in the U.S. for five years or more 
• Student MUST be a high school graduate 
• Student MUST have “good moral” conduct 
• Student MUST attend a minimum of two years of college. 



 

TAKE ACTION!!!                                    

 
 
WRITE TO OR CALL YOUR SENATORS AND LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVES… 
 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
(202)224-3553 
www.boxer.senate.gov/contact  
 
 
Senator Diane Feinstein 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-3841 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/email.html  
 

Authors and Co-Authors of SB 1301  
 

 
 

CA DREAM ACT: SB 65 reintroduced as 
SB 1301  
 
SB 1301 was introduced in February 20, 2008 by Senator Cedillo.  It was introduced to 
address institutional financial aid eligibility.   
 
This bill would require the Trustees of the California State University and the Board of 
Governors of the California Community Colleges, and request the Regents of the 
University of California, to establish procedures and forms that enable persons who 
exempt from paying nonresident tuition under that provision, or who meet equivalent 
requirements adopted by the regents, to be eligible to receive institutional financial aid as 
financial assistance offered by a campus of the California Community Colleges, 
California State University, or University of California, including grant, scholarship, 
work study, and loan programs.   

Senators 
• Cedillo   (916) 651-4022 
• Calderon  (916) 651-4030 
• Ducheny   (916) 651-4040  
• Kuehl  (916) 651-4023 
• Padilla   (916) 651-4020 
• Perata  (916) 651-4009 
• Romero  (916) 651-4024 
• Steinberg  (916) 651-4006 
• Wiggins   (916) 651-4002 
• Yee   (916)651-4008 

Assembly Members  
• De Leon      (916) 319-2045  
• Lieber     (916) 319-2022 
• Browley     (916) 319-2041 
• Coto    (916) 319-2023 
• Eng   (916) 319-2049 
• Fuentes    (916) 319-2039 
• Furutani   (916) 319-2055 
• Jones    (916) 319-2009 
• Mendoza    (916) 319-2056 
• Parra    (916) 319- 2030 
• Soto     (916) 319-2061 
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The bill would declare provisions to the extent the federal law permits.  
 
Current Bill Status 
  
> House location: State Senate 
> Last amended date: May 6, 2008 
> Still Active  
>Majority vote required to become a law  
 
 
SB 1301 represents the most recent legislative effort to provide undocumented students 
with financial aid resources.  Please keep yourself updated!  

 
 
EDUCATION IS UP TO YOU…and some 
tips…     
                   

 Read! Learn to write! 
 Please remember that as an undocumented student you might need to work harder 

than other students.  
 Your education depends on you! 
 Establish an educational plan early 
 Challenge yourself! 
 Take as many AP/IB/ Honors classes as possible, college admission is getting 

more competitive.  
 Be involved in your community! 
 Inform and educate other students about educational opportunities for 

undocumented students.  
 Ask questions! 
 Look for guidance 
 Apply for scholarships 
 Be patient, current laws may take time to pass. 
 Contact individual colleges for application fee waivers if needed.  
 Set your standards high! 
 Shoot for the moon. If you end up short it doesn’t matter, you still end up 

amongst the stars! 
 Excel in Honors/AP/IB English and Math.  You will need it! 

 
“Undocumented students need to be wise, stay motivated, be resilient, and persevere. Be 
future-oriented and believe that everything will be okay. It’s just a matter of time.”  
 –Undocumented College Student        
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APPLY, APPLY, APPLY!!!!! 
 

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES  
    
www.usc.edu/student-affairs/MAAA-Web/ http://honors.csufresno.edu/ 
www.nhra.com www.finaid.org 
www.ilache.com www.hispanicscholarships.org 
www.maldef.org www.wiredscholar.com/ 
www.granmothersforpeace.org www.collegeispossible.com 
www.migrant.net www.collegenet.com/ 

www.scholastic.com/artandwriting/ howen! ter.asp www.petersons.com/ugchannel/ 

www.collegescholarships.com/ www.embark.com/faid.asp 
www.artsed411.org/eyaa.html www.freschinfo.com 

www.telacu.com/english/graphic_version/application_form/index.asp www.nasfaa.org/ 

  www.salliemae.com 
www.sscnet.ucla.edu/c! havez/ www.scholaraid.com 
www.hispanicscholarships.org  www.scholarships101.com 
www.chicanalatina.org www.srnexpress.com 
www.hermana.org www.studentrewards.com 
www.contracosta.cc.ca.us/foundation/ www.wilsonfund.org/ 
scholarships.html www.kff.org/docs/fellowships/ 
www.dhr.state.md.us/hispanic/hispano.pdf www.kodak.com/ 
www.maga.org www.ssrc.org/ 
www.ccnma.org www.tsf.org/ 
www.nahj.org www.apa.org/mfp 
www.shpefoundation.org www.jackierobinson.org/ 

www.lambdathetanu.org! 
www.Microsoft.com/college/ 
<http://www.microsoft.com/college/>scholarship.htm 

www.usc.edu/student-affairs/ http://studentaffairs.csufresno.edu/scholarships/ / 
www.cawg.org www.nebhe.org/ 
www.law.harvard.edu www.aauw.org/3000/fdnfelgra.html#j2 

http://automotivehalloffame.org <http://automotivehalloffame.org/> www.awic-dc.org/ 

www.salef.org www.research.att.com/academic/urp.html 
www.csac.ca.gov www.radcliffe.edu/ 
www.ctc.ca.gov www.bpwusa.org/ 
www.estudentloan.com www.cuinfo.cornell.edu/ 
www.calteach.com www.wrei.org/fellowships/ 
www.AFSA.com <http://www.afsa.com/> www.ncsu.edu/careerkey 
www! .college-scholarships.com www.ceresources.org 
www.hsf.net www.automotivehalloffame.org 

http://hispanicfund.org <http://hispanicfund.org/> 
U.S Resident for 1-year at time of Application or Permanent 
Resident Alien: 

www.blackexcel.org www.educationisfreedom.org/ 

www.chelafinancial.com www.math.jmu.edu/csems/Minority Scholarship Gateway List 
www.collegeview.com   
www.fastweb.com www.ronbrown.org 
www.fastaid.com http://advocacy-net.com/scholarmks.htm 
www.nysfaaa.org/student/scholars.htm www.truman.gov 
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www.theoldschool.org www.chciyouth.org 
www.winscholarships.com www.aspira.org/Scholarships.html 
www. ed.gov/offices/osfap/students www.marine-scholars.org 
www.absolutelyscholarships.com www.mcdonalds.com/countries/usa/ 
www.scholarships.com www.uncf.org/merck/program.htm 
www.freescholarships.com http://ppia.aed.org/index.html 
www.jackituckfield.org/ www.ahcpr.gov/fund/minortrg.htm 
www.iesabroad.org/info/hbcu.htm www.alpfa.org/ 
www.beanactuary.org/minority/ www.agiweb.org/ 
scholarships.htm www.aicpa.org/ 
www.iefa.org www.bms.com/aboutbms/fellow/data 

www.bkscholars.csfa.org/ ourworld.compurserve.com/homepages/dlhison/dfb_dfb_sch.htm 

www.siemens-foundation.org/ http://scholarship.tylenol.com <http://scholarship.tylenol.com/> 

www.lulac.org/Programs/Scholar.html 
www2.coca-
cola.com/citizenship/education_scholarsfoundation.html 

www.aflcio.org/scholarships/scholar .htm   
www.fedmoney.org/ www.statefarm.com/foundati/awards.htm 
www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm http://trc.dfrc.nasa.gov/ 
www.efg.net/ http://ugsp...nih.gov/ 
www.back2college.com/ http://scholarships.kachinatech.com/ 
www.paralegals.org/Choice/2000west.htm scholars.html 
www.sit.edu/ www.astronautscholarship.org 
http://ccmi.uchicago.edu/schl1.html www.uncf.org 
www.inroads.org/ www.xensei.com/users/adl 
www.naacp.org/work/actso/act-so.shtml www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/ 
www.baeo.or! g amb_scho/ 
www.sciencenet.emory.edu/undergrad/ www.nacme.org/ 
http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/ www.free-4u.com/ 
www.rhodesscholar.org/info.html www.project-excellence.com 
www.roothbertfund.org/scholarships.php www.akaeaf.org/scholarshipprogram.html 
www.hacu.net/student_reso! urces/index.shtml www.aasa.org/discover.htm 
www.collegeboard.com www.usip.org/ed/npec/index.shtml 

www.moneycentral.msn.com/family/home.asp www.college-scholarships.com/fre_scholarship_searches.htm 
www.xerox.com   
www.ncaa.org/about/scholarships.html www.students.gov/ 
www.nabj.org/html/studentsvcs.html www.aicpa.org/ 
www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org/ www.apa.org/students/ 
www.nationalservice.org/scholarships/ www.cns.gov! / 
www.wiredscholar.com/ www.bell-labs.com/fellowships/CRFP/info.html 
www.ed.gov/inits/hope/   
www.apsanet.org/PS/grants/aspen3.cfm www.invent.org/collegiate/ 
www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/ www.christophers.org 
www.boeing.com/companyoffices/ www.aynrand.org/contests/ 

www.todaysmilitary.com/! chart_mil_rotc.html 
www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-
2002Rules.html 

www.naas.org/senior.htm www.gmsp.org/nominationmaterials/read.dbm?ID=12 

www.maef.org/ 
  
www.ca.gov  
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SPECIAL THANKS TO… 

 
The information in this resource guide is a compilation of the work of many individuals and 
organizations who work and advocate on behalf of student rights.  
 
They include:  
 

 Mexican American Legal Defense & Educational Fund (MALDEF)  
 CHIRLA 
 Salvadoran American Leadership and Educational Fund (SALEF) 
 Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) 
 Jesus Yanez, Santa Clara University, Class of 2008 
 Claudia Amador, Santa Clara University, Class of 2010 
 Alexander Thome, Santa Clara University, Class of 2004 
 Paz Oliveros, USC 
 Lorenzo Gamboa, Admission Counselor, Santa Clara University 
 Tomas Rivera Policy Institute 
 Every student who has shared their personal stories and insight with this project. 
 All advocates for higher education regardless of status…Thank you all!!! 

 
 


